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Rakesh M P is a humble social worker, working in the most underserved and poorest regions of Indo-
Nepal border corridor. He is a co-developer of a proactive NGO ‘Manav Seva Sansthan SEVA’ and 
currently the General Secretary of the organization. He has been working in the remotest border 
villages on issues of health, education and livelihood. In the year 2001 he came across rampant 
human trafficking taking place through 1740 Km Indo-Nepal border. He along with his colleagues 
initiated a three month long rigorous study travel to various brothels in India and source points in 
Nepal to understand the concept of Human Trafficking and their networks, systems and migration 
nexus. He met many young women in brothels, talked to pimps, met few human traffickers, other 
associated stakeholders and vulnerable communities in far of remote regions in Nepal. Through this 
extensive study he understood the grave reality of Human Trafficking and how young women and 
children are being pushed to abject slavery and exploitation.   
 
After the extensive study, he met border army officials, bureaucrats, politicians to apprise them of 
the situation in the border regions and requested their help to initiate a border area programs to 
combat human trafficking. However, the authorities were totally in denial regarding any sort of 
human trafficking happening in the region and he was ridiculed and shunted out.  
 
Since he did not receive any support from the authorities, he decided to take up a huge campaign 
against human trafficking covering 1740 Km Indo-Nepal border corridor. It was huge task and 
challenge ahead of him. He came with the concept of “Life Guard centers (LGC)” in the cross border 
points along Indo-Nepal border. The concept got the support from UN Women and the first life 
guard center was opened in Sonulai a strategic cross border zone in Indo-Nepal border. The LGC was 
established near the border and the centre had four trained volunteers who would venture into non-
man’s land area, bus stations, and hotels to engage with migrants and create awareness among 
them on human trafficking, This initiate was the first of its kind in any border region in India, further 
the initiative got huge appreciation from Nepal government and Nepal civil society.  
 
Within a couple of months the centre was able to crack few trafficking cases and was most popular 
among the cross border migrants and cross border law enforcing authorities. Since India and Nepal 
did not have any official repatriation protocol, repatriation of rescued victims was a huge challenge. 
He along with his team framed a repatriation procedure and systems involving border police and 
army and administration from across the border. Through this procedure, they were able to 
successful repatriate victims with help from Nepal government and civil society. Given the success of 
the centre, within couple of years 12 centers were established covering 1740 Km Indo-Nepal border 
region with support from UN agencies and private international foundations. In the year 2005 the 
organization was conferred with Godfrey Phillips National Bravery Awards for rescuing trafficking 
victims and taking on the human trafficking network prevalent along Indo-Nepal border  
 
As the anti-trafficking initiative gained more popularity, the state law enforcing authorities’ started 
collaborating with the program. The authorities posted two female constables in each centres to 
give more credibility to the initiative and create confidence among the migrants and trafficked 
victims.    
 



As days passed by more and more trafficked victims were identified and rescued, however a 
challenge was coming their way. The human trafficking network began to change the routes and 
they were using unmanned routes through remote villages along the border to traffic vulnerable 
women and children. To counter this strategy, he then came up with the concept of “Community 
Surveillance”. The local government called “Panchayat” and local community were trained to form a 
community surveillance group to identify new entrants into the village and monitoring their 
activities.   
 
In the year 2008, the organistaion was conferred with Star International Impact Award for the 
protecting the human rights of woman and children. The UN habitat recognized the “Life Guard 
Centre” as one of the best practice in cross border transit hub model to curb cross border trafficking.  
 
With human trafficking issue getting more voice at International level, the Government of India also 
began to recognize the problem and was taking efforts to address this issue at state and central 
level. During this time the Border Army began to collaborate with the anti trafficking project. Human 
Trafficking was included as one of the agenda of border management and border army personnel 
were trained on human trafficking issues.  
 
In the year 2012, the anti trafficking program was Conferred with NGO Award 2012 for its 
outstanding contribution towards combating human trafficking by Ministry of Home Affairs; 
Government of India.  
 
 Through the cross border anti human trafficking initiative 8,500 trafficked victims were rescued and 
successfully rehabilitated or reunified within the community.  The program also successfully engaged 
with 100,000 migrants to ensure safe and informed migration. The program also trained 1200 border 
army personnel’s to engage in countering human trafficking in the border regions.   
 
In the year 2014, the program was conferred with Intercultural Innovation Award, an international 
award organized by UN Agency and BMW. Mr. Rakesh received the award from the UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon at the 6th Global Forum of the UNAOC in Bali, Indonesia 
 
In the coming years the plan to sustain the anti human trafficking imitative by developing 
convergence with central governments Border Area Development Program and Border Army Post 
(BOP) taking the responsibility in coordination with local NGOs.  Also, the organistaion will be 
developed into resource agency to help Government and NGO/INGO in strategic development, 
training staffs, training law enforcing and border personnel’s on issue of Human Trafficking in South 
Asia. He believes that an individual or an organization or a government cannot alone fight human 
trafficking, the campaign against human trafficking has to become a global movement where each 
and every individual of the society should contribute to eradicate Human Trafficking. 


